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Stranded with gifts

John Balance, born Geoffrey Nigel Laurence Rushton on 16
February 1962 and referred to here using both the most enduring
version of his nome de plume and the way his friends knew him,
as "Geff", has been "at war with words"! for much of his brief
existence.

Whilst also sporadically trying his hand at drawing and paintingz,
his preferred medium of expression has been lyrics, mostly for his
band Coil - written and performed, poetry, wordplay, neologisms,
etc.

The first part of this book collects a large percentage of those lyrics
both in various stages of his beautiful handwriting and/or in typed-
up form. The latter intended either for the book of lyrics Geff had
been planning or as reference in live performances.

Prior to the advent of the internet he had been a busy letter
writer. I personally began corresponding with him in late 1984,
using the BCM Codex address supplied on all early Coil releases.
A brief excerpt from one of his letters discussing an at that time
unreleased track called "Anal Staircase" with different lyrics to
the song eventually featured on the "Horse Rotorvator" album is

included here.

In his journals and letters he repeatedly expresses his frustration
with his relative lack of skills in manipulating the Coil sound
machinery compared to the way his technologically inventive
partner Peter "Sleazy" Christopherson and later arrivals to the oil

1 "at war with words" is one of several titles initially considered by
Balance for his projected book of lyrics.

2 see "Bright Lights and Cats with no Mouths", a monograph of a selec-
tion of his visual work compiled by Thighpaulsandra with Liam Thomas
and issued by Timeless in 2016.
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line-up, especially the fully trained musical wizard Thighpaulsandra
could?, simultaneously failing to fully appreciate his own unique
gift with words.

He had been dreaming of publishing a book of his notes and lyrics
for a few years before he passed on in 2004. In January of 2002 the
imminent (whatever that meant in Coil terms) publication of one,
probably even two volumes of his writings was announced via the
then active hollyfeld Coil online mailing list. One of the books was
to be called "The cupboard under the stars”, the other "The dreamer
is still asleep”. Balance had been tentatively discussing the book
idea with his friend and confidante, the prolific poet Jeremy Reed,
asking him to help with the editing process. Reed recounts how Geff
regarded books as the more worthwhile and likely to endure means
for the communication of ideas as opposed to the different formats
of music preservation, which were and continue to be in a state of
flux. In an unsent letter to Reed Balance mentioned his re-reading
and sorting through the old notebooks to re-evaluate and select
pieces he deemed worthy of inclusion.

A number of pages in the notebooks contain some underlinings
and remarks supposedly from the time of compiling the original
material for the book like "good", "use!", "transcribe" and at least
one "did I write this?"/"Who wrote this?"

The selecting of lyrics from what in effect is a vast collection of
writings, filling almost 100 small and large hardbound books, some
beautifully embellished with drawings and stickers, as well as lots
of single sheets of paper and everything in between, some almost
empty, others with barely a blank space, had begun and a few pages
had already been typed up and filed away.

3 Funnily enough, several sheets with the heading
"Learning to sample" in his hand exist.



A preliminary table of contents was ready and ideas for the binding
of the eventual book sketched, when all of Balance's many plans
for the future were so prematurely cut short.

Geff was initially inspired by the automatic writings and other
experiments of the surrealists, he also busied himself researching
and trying to establish contact with the surviving original members
of the British surrealist group. Another well-documented major
influence were Brion Gysin and William S. Burroughs' cut-ups.

In later life he turned more towards a rural consciousness while
never losing his palate for magickal thought and a witty pun.
Balance never shied away from incorporating his current fields
of interest and his long term obsessions in his writings, thinly
veiled and in some cases quoting verbatim from other authors
(the William Blake quote "May God keep us from single vision
and Newton's sleep" or the Titan Arch lyric being cases in
point). His lyrics thus can be seen as frontline reports from his
ongoing research and frequently they reveal their secrets only
after finding the key to the puzzle in an obscure book or a film
or, more than once, even a comedy show. He consequently filled
scores of notebooks with lyric ideas, often speed-driven poems, the
occasional idiosyncratic drawing, magickal musings and strategical
annotations for musical works in progress.

The 1980s were a particularly fruitful and rewarding time for his
inspiration and creativity. It is fascinating to see how he would
return to some of the older notebooks, sometimes more than a
decade after having last written into them, and lift phrases and
titles a much younger version of himself had invented for use in a
current project to finally find their place towards the end of Coil‘s
tenure. Witness the first appearance of the "In ten years' time, who
will remember" phrase in a mid80s notebook before eventually
being used as a lyric on the first "Musick to Play in The Dark"
album in 2000.
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Another early notebook contains the suggestion to cover the 1927
Al Jolson number "Me and my shadow", a phrase which could be
found as a message scratched into the run-out grooves of the A Side
of the "Gold is the Metal" vinyl album in 1987 before becoming a
much-repeated phrase once Coil embarked on their concert tours in
the early 2000s.
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Some of the typed up pages of lyrics have already been featured alongside
handwritten lyrics and sheets used in live performance in the definitive
visual history of Coil "The Universe is a Haunted House" (Timeless
2020). I have tried to select alternative versions wherever possible and
to avoid duplicates, but couldn't possibly justify the non-inclusion of
some items in this collection of his writings, e.g. the last ever full set of
lyrics performed/intended for performance by Balance on the occasion
of the final Coil concert in Dublin, roughly a month before his passing.

We will never know what Geff and Sleazy would have made of the
seemingly never-ending deluge of posthumous releases. For "The
cupboard under the stars" I have tried to stay true to the few leads
GefT has left for his projected book and I cannot possibly argue with
anyone believing he would have disapproved of this final product. I
have included examples of what to me constitutes the unique magic
of Coil as well as little glimpses of Geff*s often criminally overlooked
sense of humour, both of which I find lacking from many of said
posthumous releases, yet in plentiful supply within the pages of the
notebooks.

Before recording his first solo efforts Balance was already a
writer, promoting his interests and networking via his fanzine
"Stabmental"?. Throughout his career he would return to the idea
of wanting to write and to publish outside the confines of Coil.

4 Stabmental initially co-edited with school-friend Tom Craig 1979-1982,
7 issues.



Especially when Coil‘s mid-period output was beginning to rely
less and less on his ideas for lyrics or, arguably, his lyrical muse
very much lay dormant, necessitating largely instrumental/ambient
material like "Black Light District", "Worship the Glitch" and "Time
Machines".

The idea for his Black Sun magazine (alternatively referred to as
"Penetralia") was born, which didn‘t progress beyond a statement of
intent and several A4 pages of possible contributors.

Very much towards the end of his life the magazine, then referred to
as a pan-zine, which he now intended to call ONE and co-edit with
his late partner the artist Ian Johnstone was beginning to take shape,
but again nothing ever left the planning stage beyond initial ideas
and a lengthy questionnaire for possible contributors.

Some of the most interesting items to me are the work-in-progress
notebooks towards projects which never materialised or which
metamorphosed into something else altogether.

There are a myriad of pages spread out over several books dedicated

to never fully finished projects like the "The Dark Age of Love" and
the "Backwards" albums.




The former originally was to have been the follow-up to 1987s very lyrical
"Horse Rotorvator" suite of songs which eventually evolved into a much
more physical/psychedelic beast, the "Love's Secret Domain" album.
Not only song titles and lyric ideas including a lyric for a left-over track
called "Horse Rotorvator" survive among these pages, Geff had also already
started plotting an elaborate special art release version of the record with
then unheard of extras, one of which was much later appropriated for a
special book release by a close associate.
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Balance’s personal journal-keeping was erratic, to put it mildly. His
journal entries range from meticulously laid-out 1980s journals,
which detail his moving in with Christopherson in the latter‘s
Chiswick home, his early days with the first Psychic TV incarnation
and his activity in the now fabled Temple of Psychick Youth (more
painting doors for Genesis P-Orridge than actual sex magick) and
nighttime adventures with the Some Bizzare crowd, to his later
infrequent jottings which especially in the second half of the
nineties became tainted by his depression and by then habitual
alcohol intake. Both he and Sleazy, inspired by Julia Cameron‘s
1992 book "The Artist Way" committed to writing down three
pages worth of stream of consciousness thoughts first thing almost
every morning for a limited period of time in the 1990s. The journal
entries from this particular time are difficult to navigate and often
carry a depressing sense of aimlessness and selfloathing, as well as
an accusatory tone towards friends and family. I have consequently
decided against including anything from those here.

I have, however, included non-original lyrics for songs performed
by Coil, yet not originally written by Balance e.g. "Tainted Love",
"Who by fire", "All the pretty little horses" and "Bang Bang" .

Apart from several unused lyrics, the latter half of the book
contains a first outline for an article about artist and occultist
Austin Osman Spare, a life-long obsession of Geff's, detailed notes
towards a projected book about Coil by close friend John Everall,
which never happened, as well as video treatments both for Coil
and collaborator and friend Marc Almond, a brief curriculum vitae
in Balance's own hand and several other items I found curious or
illuminating. This material could have taken up a lot more space.
But where to draw the line?

I hope to have chosen a varied and representative selection from
all the material at my disposal.

This is not a complete book of every song lyric Geff ever wrote, all
of that is available in many cases on the record sleeves and in the
CD booklets or transcribed, sometimes somewhat semi-accurately
on the internet for all of your karaoke needs.
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Also the decision against transcribing the lyrics or any other text
herein was entirely mine, as I believe a book of read-along lyrics to
be somewhat redundant and Geff's handwriting, whilst not always
immaculately clear, is certainly an aesthetic pleasure to behold.

After Balance's passing, his last partner Ian Johnstone took the vast
majority of the notebooks and journals under his wing, with only
a few odd pages and some stray books in Peter Christopherson's
archives, who was to depart this earthly realm a mere four years
after his former partner. The journal notoriously lost on the
Marylebone Road, as detailed on the CD "And the ambulance
died in his arms" recorded live at Camber Sands in 2003, I strongly
believe to have been returned or re-discovered, as a book fitting the
exact description is among the Johnstone stack of books. Another
book reported to have been mislaid at an Italian airport probably
remains at large. Ian Johnstone expressed an interest to follow up
on his late partner‘s plans to publish what he considered "amazing
insights into his creative process"s. Before these plans could
become more concrete, however, Johnstone, too, passed away and
the journals, notebooks and personal ephemera seemed lost and
their whereabouts unclear.

In late 2017 I managed to ascertain the books' then place of storage
and it took another 20 months to establish contact with and
convince the keepers and former owners of the journals to allow
access and publication of what I, after finally seeing the material
with my own eyes, consider essential pieces of the Coil narrative.
After having a dedicated browse through what follows I can only

hope you will agree.

5 in an e-mail to me, dated February 4th, 2013

Claus Laufenburg,
May 2023
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BOYIN A SUITCASE — Coll %

- BOYIN A SWIAsE |
FOLLOWS YOW FROM PLACE TR PLACE
OLD MANS EYES IN A YOUNG BOYS FACE

CHECKS IN | CHECKsQUT

"DISAPPEAR WITHOWT A TRACE

CATUEDRAL IN FLAMES — coiL 't .

CIRCIX WITHIN CIRCLE
AND \WHEN HQUR CAME
FROM WORDS THEY PASED TO DEEDS
SPIRES, SPIRALS AND STONRS RIS®
D INTHE DISTANCE
A (NTHEDRAL 1N FLAMES
CGARN & CHANCR TO RECOVER HIS Wowmm RREATH
~ AND RYPQSED T THE PROMRSS ONCE MORE
~ The YOUTH SQUIRARD (N A SHOWER OF GroLD
~ [HAT ETCHED N HIS SKIN THE WORDS
~ DIRADISE STANGS IN THE  ShApow  OF SWORDS
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Panic

Anything
will be alright
if you come out

in the night

With your life sewn open
Breath in
Put the bone back in
Buried under the skin

Murder in Reverse

Out of time

Out of place

Out of spite
Follow the spike

The only thing to fear

Is fear itself...

The Tenderness of Wolves
(lyric by Gavin Friday)

Was all in vain? Or did you cry?
No need to ask, my tears have run dry
This is the end of my pity
I await to die

You now the living, me now the dead

To prove that you loved me
Mere words could not have said
Biting into skin, into flesh, into me
Taking all you could
Oh, I'd still give you blood
Just to paint your lips
If you should wish them red
My desires your wish completed
But only now I can see
The vicious joy when you took delight
Behind each kiss your poison bite
And when my all was given
And you had taken
Oh dog-like Judas
You did dissapear

Was all in vain? Or did you cry?
No need to ask
You now the living, me now the dead
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LIKE A FALLING WALL

WITH OBLIVION
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CATHEDRAL IN FLAMES,

CIRCLE WITHIN CIRCLE

AND WHEN THAT HOUR CAME

FROM WORDS THEY PASSED TO DEEDS.
SPIRES,SPIRALS AND STONES RISE

AND IN THE DISTANCE

A CATHEDRAL IN FLAMES.

GIVEN A CHANCE TO RECOVER HIS BREATH
AND EXPOSED TO THE PROCESS ONCE MORE.
THE YOUTH SQUIRMED IN A SHOWER OF GOLD

COIL'84

THAT ETCHED IN HIS SKIN THE WORDS
"PARADISE LIES IN THE SHADOW OF SWORDS".

DREAM PHOTOGRAPHY.
THIS CAMERA TAKES PICTURES

COIL'84

OF ALL THE LOST BOYS WHO WANT TO DANCE

WITH OBLIVION

WHO TAKE TO THE FLOOR LIKE A FALLING WALL

BOYS WHO EXIST
IN THE STORY OF SHADOWS
ON OUR WALLS

THIS CAMERA TAKES PICTURES OF DREAMS

I SEE YOU IN A DREAM

WHERE YOUR TOUNGE BECOMES A SWORD
A SVORD THAT CUTS MY HEART IN TWO.

LOVE AND TERROR.
THE WHEEL. COIL'84

WHEN THE STORM CLEARS
AND THE SUNSHINES

WE'LL SEE THE COUNTRY
BEYOND THE GARDEN

I WAS DRAGGED HERE

BY AN ANGEL

AGAINST MY WEAK WILL
THE STRONGER DICTATE.
NOW I STAND HERE

I'VE SCALED THE MOUNTAIN
THAT LED FROM FUNCTION
TO FORMS OF GLORY.

AND WHEN OUR HANDS TOUCHED
LIKE WORLDS COLLIDING

A STAR EXPLODING

THEN I KNEW THAT

THE WHEEL IS TURNING.
RUST TRANSMUTED

TO GOLD AND SILVER

BY STRENGTH OF TRUE WILL
NO MORE RESISTANCE

JUST PERFECTION

THE WHEEL IS TURNING.

~ TO DARKEN THE BLOOD.

S_IS FOR SLEEP COIL '84

S IS FOR SILENCE

AND S IS FOR SLEEP

AND FEARS SOAKED IN SECRETS

DREAMS THAT WE KEEP

LOST BETWEEN WERE AND SHALL BE.
HERE ARE WE BOTH

CRUEL AND IN RUINS

WALKING INTO THE CENTRE

OF A CIRCLE OF ANIMALS

A PLACE WHERE NOTHING IS 5

~ AND NOTHING BECOMES. 2\
| EXAUSTION IS THE SIGNAL |
| TO START THE SLIDE OF SECRETS
| DEAD LETTERS FALL "
FROM OUR SHEDDING SKINS

PLANTING HISTORY IN EXPANSES OF MUD,
HERE IS COMPLETION {
HERE IS COMPULSION
HERE IS i
ANOTHERROSEBUD 5
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TITAN ARCH
Crown the dark animal
Black jackal crawling
Eternal returning

An end to the waiting.

There are thrones underground
And monarchs upon them
They walk serene

In spaces between.

At the head of the storm
Darkness is rising

Angels take poisons

In rotting pavilions
Under shivering stars
The sickness is gilding.
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THE DARK AGE OF LOVE

COIL / John Balance.

Now you see why

I'm not scared to die

I saw a vision of an angel

Of the world lay down and die.
Chorus.~

(The earth is full of ghosts now
Ghosts that sweat

And ghosts that cry

Instead of peace

Just stop and cease

A final end

A sweet release.

The language of love is the language of liars
The flames of all love become funeral pyres
Smoke gets in yr eyes

And grown men cry

I've seen young men led

To an early grave

And old men pray to die.
Chorus.....

From the shipwreck to the shore
From the client to the whore
From the shadow to the sun

From the bullet to the gun.
Chorus......

The moment you discover

That your killer is your lover

I kill all that I love

I destroy what I become.
Chorus.....

(You saved yr laugh until last
Then found out you were the joke)

Lyric completeq
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A Cold Cell ‘0“ P"]m
Oh lord save my sinful soul n /’
from local punishments

from the faraway zone

from being frisked a ‘

from the tall fence M ‘
from the severe prosecutor

from the devil owner x

from small rations
from dirty water

from steel handcuffs w dMm
from hidden obllgatlons
a cold cell .

and short halrcuts >

save us from the death penelty
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‘know why the Bird Cage sings %
Its wrapped its song around

Song icon fr T nd March lire

Pay your r t to the vultures

g(——és

For they are your futureOur fathers
and mothers have failed to release
us

Into the welcoming arms
Of the Amethyst Deceivers
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Ddla wantto fe¥ia one

| 3 :
lmdontwmttobed‘one
when every one has gone

i dont want to be the one
i dont want o be the one

i dont want to be the one
to play this dangerous game — 0K

to find out why they came
i dont want to be the one

—

\

 dont wnt to be the one W
y ey i tr i sl Ehan o

" i dont want to be the one——— @’q Q

i dont want to be the one

i dont want to be the one
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Out drips the last drop
of this vital fluid

I's cold...
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Broccoli IW ,t“ Sh ‘k“

omw)us?
Wise words from the departmg/ /

The death of the mother

and the death of the father ) J(IWAh\) Wm (ﬁ"
feorall of their life

fer all of your life e Mm O\V](]WQ a

wise words from the departing 0] WE (e
eat you greens especially broccoli

\
wear sensible shoes b):ﬂ/(o
and always say thank you file K@VU\
especially for the the things %% g

you never had I% ?q\ Zﬁ)W ,
(Wﬂ A . CAGR!

wise words from the departing ~

by working the soil CYW. N‘OW’ Wr‘? |

by working the soil

we cultivate the sky
and enter the vegetable kingdom
of our own heaven

by working the soil
by working the soill
we cultivate good manners
is to say please and thank you

especially for the the things "
you never had

WQWM%&M“MW lwr et
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The Dreamer is Still Asleep

Hush
May | ask you all for silence

The dreamer is still asleep

May the Goddess keep us

From single vision

and Newton’s sleep

The dreamer is still asleep

He's inventing landscapes

in the magnetic fields

working out a means of escape
We’'ll cut across the crop circles

The seer says no
not much time left
for these escape attempts

Look at it this way

in ten years time
who'll care

who'll even remember

One dies like that

deep within it

almost inside it

i's there for a reason...

I'll give you my old address
And take a little book

to tear and cut the paper

The beginning is

also the end

time defines it

it will end

like close friendships
Nothing could be further

We forget

The space between people and
things

is empty

we forget

and don’t notice the loss

Crossing into venerable
degeneration

Such radiant pollution

The god with the silver hand
Surveys these vast
contaminations

The dreamer is still dreaming
In the heart of your heart
Your eye remains -

Is the hurt you “{

Is the blister you call loveless

Your whole life is
a cold slow shock

Track the shabby shadow down
The pissy mists of history

The dreamer is still dreaming

Will he wake in time to

catch/watch the sunset
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| am the queen of the circulating library

| am here to answer your enquiry

the industrial use of semen will revolutionise society
It will revolutionise the human race

This is for all you mothers
and for all you circulators
and you astral navigators
waiting for permission to land
from the mothership

and the fatherland

tell your unborn sons and daughters
dont believe in Earthbound lies..........

e Stars Yhemse\ves contan £he teukH

—ézr the future is written in the skies &
Y -
|

words words words words %

you may as well listen to the birds....

Every man and every woman is a star.
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serenity is a problem

when you get this close to heaven
but you }v@ see / /
the wonders of the underworld At
T
catch St Peter’s disease ) /
as he rattlel\hls keys — w1 N M :
aA f =

NOW serenity is a problem? N —KT’\' [Qﬂklh §

serenity is * problem / gﬁm ]
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\ it seems concussion Suits you 4
\Qﬂs concussion suits you : M
dear diary — WN/ M
¥ I must take risks M : A . Z éﬁf
I must not be afraid M z MIW
of failure v~ V}"W Shl
on a clear day
I can see foreve / M

the underworld is my oyster

these vegitables are suicidal i Z
7
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don't forget to sSay your prayers

kneeling by the bed

see the twinkling star through the window
from where I'm standing I can see the same
star

Is that twinkling star as lonely as T am»

daddy loves you
but he can't love
what he can't have

you know your daddy loves you
but crying these tears is too hard

Your beauty guides my tender hand
from the cradle to the... :

T'll wrap my last kiss in a bandage
I send you this message
My love is endless

Say goodnight to your mummy
Say goodnight to your daddy

T'll lay you down next to me
lay you down to sleep

T'll close your eyes and send you off
The shining moon will sing you to sleep
In the boat of the moon, adrift forever
On a sea of stars in the heaven's deep

Whisper goodnight forever

Whisper forever goodnight

Look for a star at the end of the tunnel
an exit, a kindness, so bright

The silence is silver
Your childs crown in gold
With my arms around you

You'll never grow old

In the centre of this silence

Is a silver pool of calm

I could drown you in my sorrows
I could keep you safe from harm

You are fixed - I am transient

As permanent as pain

T'll leave anough to last a lifetime
You won't see my kind again

All the beasts of the forest
will sing your sweet name

My heart beats like a promise
of softly falling rain
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gth Iym al hymn

wide-

opening and closing
to keep the darkness

sealed within
to keep the darkness
sealed within
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Lowest Common Abominator /{/I'UZ M 0‘)} m (COYMP
riTt-leﬂe is no wfong o 51/\17 d U/l/ ON Fe

So 1 go on dQ /\A e ‘g'
and the sun dissolves like an octopus

No allegience to the humming birds

No waring from the sun

Hornet, wasp or hoverfly

Even the bees had their alibi

All hummingbirds must die 3

8{ The sun dissolves like an octopus

Do you believe in dentists?

Aneathestists and gas
. | want to go undemaath_ (/uy\(lw(
(N The society of animals

| want to go undemeath

| will swim across an ocean of drunken fish
and fly with suicidal birds

Im tired of the thiefs and the priests and the rich
cross pollinating sores
In their altered states of American death
g .
| want you and | need you but | can’t find you
Im allergic to disease
I need a killer to take my pain away ¥
Christ on a bike with carpet burns
Keeps falling to his knees

And when | reach the station

In the Heaven of Glass

Il say a little prayer for you

then

Pll cut off the heads of the doves that fly
All hummingbirds must die

| There is no wrong / >‘ Qz/‘}dx}( ‘tﬂ 67‘/’\

So | go on
All hummingbirds must die.

fuii (A8 98 bkl the end o the Twnnad .
Thy f“:@?\’ Towers ~ fhe Fallin TLWQ»\%,—M Towons of RWeR -

Tl TOWK T vF POWER -







m
® D




W WERRING & OlowN OF THD sHouT
." CLOWN O F BLACK THORNS W‘RM

QA=A TN D Lo Fhcllof LA
ALE BUACK SPLINTERS ﬁmm-me BUAUL -

ol NE BLACK THROINGE Woo D
Qo THE BLACK Popg, 0F RUACK KIME

/‘T’/”‘i ,

 ANCHEL M ou braik- snik-the cawe o-Fou
e i STRIP YOUR ASTIC BACK, g AR
| Y

thSTﬂE ANI“N\HL, MAN 1 S (AN MILSEE,
o is NO TIMNE  ~ TS Clwe s chae 15 CLeaR

o blondliNe  ENDS —~—s5 HRAS. .
Lef ~ SKUARR~ 5 BRI~ SRUKRR — s oo ~5e0
g A FROM | Lepy betwean WIElds.

an @ dog whise T Imght a3 LBaP
Lnd WosE bayK 15 al davik as e Uig)vf =
'n 0 salamaciday~ G Salamaaae v {wee

| an YavKiag, baviang, bavidng INJANE
finie |ighls off Y end 0f the Tl Ao

e fis o b ing DIAINS =~
\mmméujﬁ il Al You P Xl

)










wi 1l i |
mﬁ&%% g WW
a ﬂm mU\ k
Emﬂ”\% \ZQW \,ﬂfl&“ 5% &}f W .-
et W?;A% WWW

M Y oo *
A in ﬁ/\g? /W

0‘ ore

AWW&Q |
-G S



N dorels Gl —
WLQ MK\M ﬁ%ﬁ Oﬁw{ oo ?%QFM)@ s

, 4
PU“M N& %W'i VﬁWﬁ)
W gl ol Macca - e WA qu
Al SL S &Y mAJ\/vw\l ﬂw& L
lm) "o /g Wﬂ‘\ Jiv lm T wy w\w

¢ pows o rhrng Sy

@k % ,_(’il\kkoﬁ\MYl\/a QN\OJ i CO H %&m@
hew - %M(Ncé\\xm\ pinle (e AW Aormrs

vy 9 Jaine %mm\w I ’wlda — M W)‘V%

e VI Ve tn dabTvfipr™ mm%& W o
h

M @”ﬁ“\ow : ol ymﬂmm
O ol K o el e

— 0 dpvig T =
%W\ - ook W"% o

Dlpmlonhins B -
_.,,',_-—-————-._'?4._ ; M’\ GJXPWM’Q? |
f W bolepn ) ‘NWfW ,
Q)l(ﬂ)vhm mm (ONVMTGG;#\\” h [)\\"/S(Q‘P—Q/‘ - (

Fal.s







THLY RED. 1
i L
%tou%fmud - He said - f“""""“ v

{Jﬁ, 0 9 }hm vmnl v)m‘m y ud
¥ Splng.‘YoM“Y\

%’ (W\ Jky&m {meﬂgﬂ:”% f g n™ -f@v mmwmj

g e

She fsa Whvape |
% by RV .
sﬁ'ﬁéﬁesﬂ%n%f ~ " Yk, |

nfem/z]n»s spIl sm_;af%"mh wu/g:tm =l

hoen - Med/-gow%,

s«z,uli&m hu)ph iy /ll
msm %U%x y%} ;‘

P\QI tbm\ OVer (V™ GYRA

/M MN% Ub«lv AWW%W!L‘PJW]JM*('I&(W
J(C1 ¢
rw csc«ﬂﬂ,wdamy n m "Zﬁmin;f“") '
N’f/m M omd o
m«ﬁ)\dﬂ # { O_th)é%(ﬂmm ;
e § ru
e o 5 mz:,

-$h\‘MAMWV\ o . floll l
= . ‘Mzw el (i W()vndw\ NAd Yo undor—

5 breaorash yourepc Lo o lrgln
w\m\\ :Qm« -GS {MMW\W &%«WWS}W&V

W%\\&M She S "R‘\«m“ ‘““ W‘ e
,! ‘5 $W\ o

7






dg wm WW/
? Ptsos?, Y apsustep L Wy

Amg,  hodweniotrans .



















sometimes H H
sometimes H M @
sometimes

sometimes H E L P

| sometimes | hurt myself

o

sometimes | hate myself

sometimes | hurt myself /4 /\ ) W;

sometimes | help myself

sometimes | hurt myself m

sometimes | ]US'[ help myself Y epw
"‘

sometimes | just hate myself

sometimes | help myself

sometimes
sometimes
sometimes

- sometimes
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he said

| will be alright if you kiss me

and i will be alright if you hold me
it will be

alright if you kiss me

and it will be alright if you hold me

he said now is the time to relaunch the dream weapon
now is the time to relaunch the dream weapon
now is the time to relaunch the dream weapon

we worship at the shrine of the thyloscine
we worship at the shrine of the thyloscine
we worship at the shrine of the thyloscine
and we worshiped at the shrine of the thyloscine

| thought priceless bloody priceless
priceless bloody priceless

petals depleted

ear droplets repeated

sepals separate

in a basin with black pan

i see acid free not an ideal home land

for you or me desert venom and military temple
black wings flying out

without management or plan

where resonated rub

against delinquent and uncompliant

| will be alright if you kiss me



2

| will be alright if you hold m.e

when | see the great black !lght

that shines in the eys of animals

when | find you i will remind you

most accidents occur at home

most accidents occur at home

or in harry smiths room at the chelsea hotel
or in harry smiths room at the chelsea hotel
when we relaunch the dream weapon

when we relaunch the dream weapon

all will be forgotten

and all will be well

all will be forgotten

and all will be well

priceless bloody priceless

| will be alright if you kiss me

and i will be alright if you hold me

| will be alright if you kiss me

and i will be alright if you hold me

in harry smiths room at the chelsea hotel
in harry smiths room at the chelsea hotel



When you wake you shall have
all the pretty little horses
allthepretlyllttle horses

way down yonder in the meadow
lies a poor little lamby




your child?
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AWHITE RAINBOW

A ROARING AURA
ATREMULOUS COLUMN OFAIR

MOON'S MILK SPILLS FROM MY UNQUIET SKULL
AND FORMS /BECOMES AWHITE RAINBOW

AURORA BOREALIS

AWHITE RAINBOW

A LUNAR ASCENSION

A SOLAR DECLENSION

ATREMULOUS COLUMN OF AIR-----HANGING
THERE

A BLEACHED BEACH

A PSYCHOSIS

LAUGHING LIKE SKELETONS CLATTERING AT
MIDDAY

FEELTHE MOONS PULL FEEL THE MOONS PULL
MOON'S MILK SPILLS FROM MY UNQUIET SKULL
INVERTED VERTIGO

A PSYCHOSIS

AND OVERHEAD

OVERHEARD

ATREMULOUS COLUMN OF AIR H
AWHITE RAINBOW L

LAUGHING LIKE SKELETON '
s S CLATTERING AT



UNDER AN UNQUIET SKULL
FEEL THE MOONS PULL
AWHITE RAINBOW

THE MAN ON THE MOTORBIKE SAILED AWAY
SAILED AWAY THROUGH THE AIR

CLEARED AWAY

SHEARED A WAY

OWE DO LIKETO BE
BESIDE THE SUICIDE
OWE DO LIKETO BE
BESIDE THE SEA
BESIDE THE SEA
BESIDE THE SEA

KNOTS AND SEEDS

The GRIMM DETAILS

PLEASE BUILD MEA CUPBOARD

AND PUT ME IN THAT CUPBOARD

A CUPBOARD UNDER UNDER THE STARS

SUI-SEA-CIDE  ROUGH DIALLING
TELEPATHIC
HALLUCINATIONS THE
NEW VIEW OF GHOSTS
SUI -SEA-CIDE

IM SCARED TO TOUCH YOU
TO EVENAPPROACH YOU
THE SEAS ENCHROACH YOU



THE SEAS ENCHR
AFTER REFUSAL
OF LEAVETO LAND

WE LAY OUR HEADS DOWN ON THE SHIVERING

SANDS
| LAY MY HEAD DOWN ONTHE SHIVERING SAND

LEFT ME STRANDED STRANDED WITH GIFTS
( GIFTGIFTS

LIKE A FUCKED UP FATHER CHRISTMAS
AFTER A NIGHT ONTHE

peeoond,  pissqiRs AT
TAKE ME TOTHE CREMATORIUM ~ OPEN UP - 0'*‘3

Ve WV"WPN «\%‘THE STOVE

| HAD A STROKE OF LUCK  THATS WHAT
HAPPENS

DISSOLVED INA FIT THATS WHAT
HAPPENS

I'LL SEEYOU ALL OF A SUDDEN
I"LL SEEYOU ALL OF A SUDDEN

sekiliolioiclloioliok
SINGING SINGING SINGING

SIPPING BIRDSONG THROUGH BEDSPRINGS
HIGH WINDS BLOW THE BlRD’soa?\AWAY SNl O\Mﬁ ;
%s A M

THE BLAST OF A PEACOCK 1)) GoN
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A DAY OF COMPLAINTS

THE UNHAPPY RABBITS-DAY OF COMPLAINTS

CLICKING AND HISSING IN THE WOODS
HISSING AND LICKING IN THE WOODS
KICKING AND PISSING IN THEWOODS
NOAWW) Frvan W Yy S

U
\ ESSSSSSSEESSSSSMESESESSS

"WHEN SYCOPHANY WAS IN ITS INFANCY
| THE SIPHYPHLIS LOLLY WAS INSCRIBED EXETER
: 1805
" AND A DESERTERS SPOON DATED ENGRAVED
» oy WITH THE INITIALS PP
PSYCHOPOMP < s
IWANT THE BELLSTOWHISTLE vtk a sl v Chitmaf
IF | LOOK AFTER MYSELPH FOR SIX WEEKSAND | |

T4 LIPSO ANPA
MOTHS AND THElRTRANSFORMATmS m % |
LBy

CLOSE DOWNTHE MIRACLE i\
THOSETEARSARENTREAL  nf (gﬁ\\d atep
ASUME THE SPASTIC POSITION  — hngive Sind

THE SPASTIC POSITION W T —

THERE IS ALWAYS SOMEONE SOMEWHERE P™ ™ " %00
ASKING rvient. -
pe ) e v

ALWAYS,SOMEONE SOMEWHERE, THERE dann
THERE IS ALWAYS SOMEONE SOMEWHERE ™'
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E AlR—-----
STRIPSEARCHED INTH Z
DRUGS STRAPPED TO HER THIGHS

THE GOLDEN AGE OF BLOOD SPORTS ?
STRIPPED SEARCHED AT THE AIRPORT
jULIEANDREWS STRIPPED BARE
STRIPSEARCHED IN THE AlR-------- PORT |
/. & SN
$_, w 7 e 4 T
5 IM CLEAN AND IM SHINING IM HAPPY IM DEAD 2‘1
FOR IVE BROKEN THE CULT OFYOUTH IN MY

AREYOU READY TO GO NOW? M mﬂ\f i
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?

THE SIDEREAL MESSENGER

THE ALPINE GLOW

THE HUMMING EARTH g0 MZ‘/
THE GREAT BLACK LIGHT

IT JUST IS

IT)UST IS

IT)UST IS

. s
THE QUEEN WATCHES A SCALE MODEL OFTHE -

—UNIVERSE APPEAR OVER

AND RAINBOWS THAT DIVIDE sKy COLOURS

OFFSET HALOS AND
SHADES ANOMALOUS ARCS

R ——

T,
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GLORIES AND BROKEN SPECTRES
THE SECOND PURPLE LIGHT

IT JUST IS
IT]|UST IS 2 trehy -

IT JUST IS

I'VE COME HERETO MEET THE MAN | CAME HERE
TO MEET

| DIDN'TWANT TO
TELLYOU THIS

BUT NO-ONE ELSE IS HERE M% e Vol
LETSALL PARTAKE OF THE GASES gt

(THE) FASHIONABLE GASES

THEN TAKE PART IN THE CARNAGE
AND SMASH IT UP FOR SALVAGE
AND SMASH IT UP FOR SALVAGE

ITSTHE DAWNING OF A NEW AGE

CURIOUS MOUNTAIN SHADOWS (I'LL EAT
ANYTHINGWITHA
SHADOW)

RADAR RINGS AND LINE ANGELS

AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
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GLORIES AND BROKEN SPECTRES
THE SECOND PURPLE LIGHT

IT JUST IS
IT}UST IS 2 5”19 3

ITJUST IS
I'VE COME HERETO MEET THE MAN | CAME HERE
TO MEET
| DIDN'T WANT TO
BUT NO-ONE ELSE IS HERE ' % P Vol

LETS ALL PARTAKE OF THE GASES
(THE) FASHIONABLE GASES

THEN TAKE PART IN THE CARNAGE
AND SMASH IT UP FOR SALVAGE
AND SMASH IT UP FOR SALVAGE

ITSTHE DAWNING OF A NEW AGE

CURIOUS MOUNTAIN SHADOWS (I'LL EAT
ANYTHING WITHA
SHADOW)

RADAR RINGS AND LINE ANGELS

AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?
AREYOU READY TO GO NOW?






Tattooed man

grave somewhere,

There's a man lying down in @ :
d | love him....

With the same tattoos as me... an

There's a man lying down in @ bed somewhere
With a different set of sex aspects.... and | hate

him...

This is me, here now, pining like a dog
Whining like a dog in a thick harbour fog
Waiting for a ship

Waiting for a ship that will make him sick

And when his ship comes in
Then the troubles will begin

The church bell chimes the colour of wine
And the angels and the devils fight

to snatch back stolen time

rpt There's a man...

This is the dark age of love

T shoy ol i, T gy o ol
T buofon Yhe ull o Yowth ln Ay






‘IQLEAVE PLEASE TURN O!
THE LIGHT
ENDLESS NIGHT.
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1"‘; danced, a convulsive spasm,.
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mmm. Silence can sing.

. of death, watch the waves.,
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‘They stand still
for what they both k
Do not know.
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NINE HOURS
T —————————————

Securely bound with tangled chains of foliage

ir . Ankle-deep among smoke-topped mosses and blue autumn

crocuses,

You will see the living.

Among the leached, grey soil that has crept over the
- putrid, tumbled walls,

.~ You will see the dying.

In a dank, neglected corner of a riddled animal
compound,

In the darker recesses of a sunken, cavernous field,
You will find the dead.

For nine echoing hours I have heard rain on rusted
tin roofs,

And heard the feeble breath of children rasping songs
under the shelter of my obscured window.

For nine hours my eyes have filled with tears,
'They'll sing and stun me even in the tomb'.

You will see the living
You will see the dead

~ And you will see the dying.

 For nine aching hours I have thought how

'3“1V1b live a whole lifetime with the fate of death

~Haunting my dreams on
éfgh!p,thp most sunfilled days.

I stagger and fall.
o merge with the dark worms that writhe
in the deep, rusty cellar pools.

Geff Rushton.
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WOUNDED CHILDREN. AUG 88 .JOHN BALANCE. T crided . R2onek
{ISTI‘LE CHILDRENS (al1) TOO HEAVY HEADS j I
AS HEAVY AS ROSES.RAINDRENCHED.' LADEN. blamelon 3“1 or Yy

THIS IS A PRAYER FOR THE MISSING AND HIDDEN.

AND AS A LOCUST HE SHALL COME (shall he come)
/ TO GATHER AND OOLLECT

TO TAKE THE BIRDS FROM THE NEST

take fhe yotlcs from Yhe eas . (/)MW ‘ ( MW‘A)

1 97% /your CINNAVON CADAVER. :dl—w

ONE OF THOSE FAMOUS DARKNESSES re ﬂst&l« e "M"K ;
'—ﬁ’lf Mhbuf daeliness — wﬁm, wmuh

THE CLEANEST FLESH COMES FRESH....FROM THE SEA d Sﬂdj,
wﬂd\- SIT)IN THE CENTER d%ad Gswler
WITH A HANDFUL OF ' SPLINTERS Shanyg obhackes.

WATGH/THE SKIES FULL CIRCLES -/ng

/ ZPAIN IS HARD TO REMEMBER '

BLACK OBJECTS - /0N's
ACCIDENTS IN (the TWILIGHT .)ny

BEAUTIFUL CATASTROPHES defnm mwt/’/t e

,(fn‘fj FABULOUS DARKNESSES ﬁ——M

| WHEN SHADOWS RUN MAD mt\:};‘(w

@§ TINY BIRDS BURN &mt(on&z Da&"‘“‘"d O
IN THE EYE OF THE SUN ~Roddled — o

{ TASTE THE HONEY AND THE BLOOD/SUCKLED hlovd m(d i =

.‘ - l» W
| FROM THE EGG AND MTLKED FROM THE SICKLE
(sum FEASTS ARE FAR ¢ man of e = &djudd\ ‘»l M’{;ﬁ W,
uNw >
AND (ARE) FEW BETWEEN %Wcm e, SW PR b “5\«

IT WAS WISHED FOR....AND FORBIDDEN

IT WAS WISHED FOR...AND FORBIDDEN (VERBOTEN)

A STRANGERWEYE LIKE A STREAK OF SILVER WATER PASSING
blake

AND (THEN. THERES) THE soumd BETWEEN YR FINGERS

OF ROSES AND SPLINTERS(blisters) Wivlens  WmA—ilei Aidroviitertt~

AT WHAT TIME WILL MY BEST FRIENDs DIE?

MY SENSES SLIPPED AND LEFT ME - 4, fend fir myself -

FEEDING THE ROSY BABIES dive

TOUCH EARTH WITH MYSTERY WINGS (4t 1o Towsh {A/?L)
MIDWAY BETWEEN

POINTS AND POSITIONS mn{pahbmdlj;mr»&hs_. m
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Now is the time for nll young men to come to the aid of the
party.

The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. -
¥Xxo000 ethiayid qwertyulop/4z «cvb

NOv. (STHE TINLZ FOR #LL GOOD MEN
TO COME TO THE AID OF THE FARTY.

HLRE IT IS THEN? THE ONLY wAY TO FRODUCE A WOKK OF SEMINAL FRICTIO
WaAY MY FOILKMNJUYHBGTFRVCDEWSXZA WA quwwqy

hgliiiiwwwwWWAWAAAAARARaaasdf gh)kl
tB;arseoms like a niee little machine.I am very happy with it.

Dear Goddess ,thenk you indeed,indeed,thank you indeed.

Dear Sleaz

v
It has come to my attention.Yeu have in your possession & loony
type person. Can I eome round and see him,please?

I'm afraid that would not be possible at the moment as he 1s
eurrently at a very ddlicate stage of his treatment and snyway
ue nas been bad

You are a smelly poo and he 1s my friend and not yours so i am
eoming round, whetner you like it or not.

ckay

The Godess has glven us the perfeoct house to live and work in. I gi
give thanks to Her in Her wisdom; On behalf of mysekf and Peter. It
phkaceaptongndnd strezsSful welt of over three years before the right

jlace Lresentcd 15salf.
W -

is mantihe tyLewrit-a ribbon not wlading .n°better now?

IITIjdhrgb nmmmmPJPlease Lkkkkkk
BaRETAl T ng. BreakttheUugl in groy ~com. JJii1 D h Hron HFPPPPPPLPPP
oD AFPEFSSf ounuuuuttttotttttbtohtttotttese
Photo falling breakthough in green reom...
Are we ithe way we will be from now on. let the emcti-nal surge
L2804 W8 Intc creative voprlds where we,at lact,engagzec in our true
potential, .

This ribben may well be buggered irom not being used and lert in
the heat Irom the sun. Or maybc 1l juss have te learn the suble way
to type with these old machines. It 1a not good enough to send like
this. It's like a letter fromn 1931,
Cheeking 1t, 1t seemed to be the ela [ r,
soekkkx . pppThe reel, kkeps locking anc not moving

round preperly. This typewriter nolise can be heard all over the ho
house., I will get o mat to dampan the sound.
‘Remember the wit and wisdom of the druids? No, nelther do I.

R AT NI - e T T v ey W AT A RO - N



Mytdiy: o ojgjgj my firet writing on my new old wmﬁ
is the ribbon going my vay, yew tree,yew bloody tres.HAPPY, " R
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Transcripts of lyric ideas from 1987 note books. JOHN BALANCE 4188 ev.

tum inwards

like a dream when you wake to find yourself dreaming

floors .walls.web of summer snows..

web of summer snows transform the piano of death into scrap iron

walls of summer snow

walls of snow

spectral roses reverse to soil....stained

a flower of eclipses and thunder bolts..

undemeath all that ever was

a halo of black joy

a lumbar hymn to the spinal serpent..the spinal animal

oral star.bowel hours..

burst to the surface .blister kiss.sun king.Dauphin.

nor am I alone in this.

The explosion of the swan the means by which justice will be done Justice will be seen.
To be dane. thy will be done

2nd spin.

and in the second spinthe ageless. flashing.  Flesh flashing sun .

.The flesh of the sun.

I saw the Angel of the World Trampled under. Beneath all that ever was. Undone.
Blurred by swarms of teeth.a bright ring of warfare.Nor am I alone in this.Scene from
the outside.

On the walls of my boredom | scratch/ carve your name.Splinters in amongst
explosives-pikes-handguns-piled high inside the tight bick box.
Latitudes cut down.wire eye images slit into it

gold ice coal keyhole opens onto vista of static  opens onto strong still waters.
static lightscrapsraw.cut rawin the nick of time.we're all afraid of getting cut.
down there

way down

stay down, played down

feed the rumbling guts of the storm.

add volume and depth to the waterfall of whoresfilthy core.

dead hair of dusk

sparks whip from burning birds.

wipe the spittie of summer from the mouth of the door

strands of glass drift into open wideeyes ~ Nebula eggs



\

\

\J
Instead of spells , give out more space.Cast out full rooms Spin the interior OUT Off
out into space. the
Flames who came fo work for us.
you know more than you think

you think you know more than you think

you know you think mare than you know.

the more you learn,the less you know.

{the more I learn , the less I know JSunlight, but still in ifs cage.

Crimes,back from the shadows.

You only heard what you wanted to hear.

Back from the shadow. Looking all over.

Silent is as silent does.

Deadtimes and (in)

Inbetween places.

it was no coincidence.

Lthee,thou thine....person, place and time of crime.

Piaying at knowinghut they know they're only pleying,

It's dangerous.But dangerous for whom ?

Sexually transmitted stupidity.

A plague of chedience.Vile servility Inverse nobilty.The professional specialist Stick
with repellent timidity.Works out a bad move in advance.

Just so little just so lonely s0 long 50 lonely.nmy one and only.just so longjust so
lonely.



CRAWLSPACE hanscribed . 26 1 & .

IT TAKES NO TIME

NO TIME AT ALL (TO REACH)
THE TIME THAT WAITS FOR
THE SPACE THAT CRAWLS
SPACE MARKS THE TIME

AND SPACE MARKS THE PLACE
OF THAT WHICH WAKES

AND THAT WHICH WAITS

TIME PASSED OVER
TIME REPLACED

;_m:zsqumm Timt b, pomer, Koot of ath
ALWAYS INTO ALL OF IT ALL

ALWAYS INTO ALL OF IT ALL

ALWAYS INTO ALL OF IT ALL 'W
CROSSOUT AND CROSSOVER

STEPOUT OVER OUT AND INTO

OVER INTO

NOTHING COULD BE FUTHER

CRAWLING DEEP ~ craweTWT

INTO THE CRAWLING DEEP

THE PASSAGE(S) OF TIME
SPACE THAT CRAWLS

IN THE SPACES BETWEEN
IN BETWEEN PLACES

IN BETWEEN SPACES

IN BETWEEN TIMES

SPACE IN BETWEEN
CRAWL SPACES.






Feed the Birds lyric

Early each day to the steps of St. Paul's

The little old Bird Woman comes,
In her own special way, to the people she calls

"Come buy my bags full of crumbs
Come feed the little birds

show them you care
And you'll be glad if you do"

Their young ones are hungry, their nests are so bare
All it takes is tuppence from you

"Feed the birds tuppence a bag

tuppence
tuppence

tuppence a bag
Feed the birds", thats what she cries

While overhead her birds fill the skies

All around the cathedral the saints and apostles
Look down as she sells her wares

Although you can't see it you know they are smiling
Each time someone shows that he cares

Though her words are simple and few
_ Listen listen she's calling to you



"Feed the birds tuppence a bag
tuppence g
tuppence R
tuppence a bag"

Listen listen she's calllng to
"Feed the birds tuppenee a
tuppence
tuppence
tuppence a bag"




4 hzepmmg
; J‘pﬂce: RAWL . |
all ot Jrur 2 - COATH gud

— @A .
Leadiine M -

(/1 Lt Spaut, - 1
Syt g - ‘i /W/"fﬁﬂ‘//yfm e (e il e we fuer Weee. \i
Yy ks ln e Houre fd//ﬂz

/ R S

(2R 7/47:}4;{4//// ~

tean]. . Boby. k. o

mmd us . wﬂrm.u Come Downd ® L
: M 13 (A den | _ ﬁ,..__ ﬁ—_-
| Race 7o the _ﬁ:ﬂdu{ b e i
o ok e g —
HJ/W St A, g T

| males U Lyl CERML 35,
' mkﬂaédlm and on dQV_n__ﬂg HALL

|

- ‘
| S |  down the Hole 3 ]







"'GOD BECOME ANIMAL"

God become Animal

Celestial become Bestial

the blessed.....Regressed
polluted gods

Feral....Veneral

hersine seeks hairsuit

here begins a shaggy God story
god become animal

becomes viable

Benedictus Abominata

Mosca Immaculata

When you start to socialise

with the lord of the flies
expect to be rejected

expect to be despised

brittle boned cherubs

Spasticus Angelicus

Sodoma atomicus

The Heavenly Fields

yield a very poor harvest

and the hills are alive

with the buzzing of flies
Benedictus Abominata

Mosca immaculata

We've Little use now for a sense of shame
Only the complex passions remain.
'..Hes got a hole worn

In his hands..

he's got a hole worn in his hands...'

John Balance .COIL. 1986.ev



i know it and you know it
the truth is

the truth only confuses
the truth only confuses
the truth only confuses
the truth only leads
leads to abuses

the truth is

the more i leamn




? )
I suspect

. |
so much X ’l A{b W iV
expect it
so little

crouched in a corner

I suspect /
poisoners

utensils

collisions

veering towards me

major and minor

catastrophes

I suspect

theories

memories

owners

I suspect

poisoners

New Borgias

surroundings

my beginnings

my own feelings

I suspect

friends and strangers

friendly strangers

strange friends

I suspect

everything

Is as I suspect.

John Balance .1986.

Dwe shewer Oeath
with the Tewoe s o Lij’:e“

John Bu\an(ﬂ . ﬂ’sf. .



JOHN BALANCE. TRANSCRIPTIONS . 1 st December. 1988.

IN CLASS

He had sex with his eyes

Closed to suggest he was shut away

Inside himself.

He asked himself questions,questions,questions
And he found himself unable to answer

these questions.

He found himself losing out,as always

to (the nervy girl,@rho—was—thm‘)

Who thinks thm “/

Her name # ....her name appears/ I HAVE NEVER DARED

to have escaped me. NOT TO SEE.

Slipped between my teeth between the letters of the alphabet.
Words on paper....words FUCK you over

XXXapist words....raped by paper

THIS NODDING GOD HAS A SCYTHE FOR A SMILE.""

I have lived to lirn.[t is myself that I blame.My body is the only tyranny that
lasts.Alone (along) with the hissing of the great outdoors.
In my dream my mouth was crawling mo wbh Was oétwv/ny ne b"né
towards you.My—meuth ,under the sunf'sles with kisses..steaming storm dreaming cu:( d/'li
sexual architectures ...comets sizzling across Persian blue skies.The roof of my
mouth hung with garlands of flowers,croéded with blossoms...flowers of fires.
mw\« =7 "You who sing such obscene streams of words...smoking chains of letters..without
a tremor.Tell me what I must do to marry The Ideal of Beauty to the walking
visions of choking flesh that walk ln my avenues ,and fall into love in public
‘ gardens,where children's laughter blooms like mould".
Tl [0C 3. Answer "Jack Qff inthe black mirrored spacesof your soul."
(After he spoke the hissing broke out,disrobing the sky with its shimmering sense-

'essness{ﬂﬂmﬁng—garmem—after—gzrment) fam

I'd like to step out of myself

_\,.f_v_\_“"/"’“_ and walk away |
without looking back : |
at what I had left (there) i Mot loekiny

h
behind on the floor. fis M”’M“ﬁ dw

At e V0oK: i ,
'R.—/ If [ had nn\)ﬂ\in 5 m f
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Untitled ICE track. C&? cﬁij | {!
Fast cars THI/-BM-‘ Tk a,b(
collide : ne tln'z‘/pm 5y /ere -
slow stars
likewise
knock hard ,cos

life Is deaf /...,

have you gof what it takes

to take what he's got?

with one half looking

and the other half lost

your loss is always

someone elses gain.

have you got what it takes

to take what he's got?

and even if you get it

would you know how to use it?
everything goes in

but nothing stays in

thats the Beauty of Stupidity

it reduces all necessity :

a deprevation of independance

and whats the point of the answers
when we've forgotten the questions
its next to useless

like Michelangelo

born without hands

fast cars collide

slow stars

likewise

knock hard 'cos

life is deaf

i crossed myself

i crossed myself out.
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